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Study progress update 
 

As we mentioned in our last 
newsletter, we have linked the 
QSkin study database with the 
Queensland Cancer Registry. We 
have now also linked the database with records from Medicare 
Australia, and we are now in the process of analysing these 
complex records. Medicare captures information on the 
treatment of  non-melanoma skin cancers (basal cell carcinoma 
and squamous cell carcinoma) for all QSkin participants who 
have consented to linking their data. We are also delighted to 
report two new study publications (see overleaf).  

 
QSkin study expands horizons 
 

Several lines of scientific research have suggested that what 
we eat may influence the development of skin cancer. In 
addition to limiting our sun exposure, eating certain foods may 
help reduce our risk. So that we can examine the role of 
nutrition in the development of skin cancer, we plan to ask each 
of you to complete a questionnaire through our study website 
early next year. This questionnaire will ask how often you 
usually eat different types of foods 
and should take no more than 40 

minutes to complete online. More 

information will follow on this 
exciting new development.  
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NEWS 

As the hot Queensland 

summer rapidly approaches 

we welcome you to the 

fourth issue of QSkin News. 

It is time to update you 

about our activities during 

the past few months.  

Professor David Whiteman 

and Dr Catherine Olsen 

QSkin Investigators 



Feedback? 
If you have any comments or updated information (e.g. change of address), please contact us: 

Tel: 1800 222 600   Email: qskin@qimr.edu.au Web: www.qskin.qimr.edu.au 

We wish to send future newsletters by email or by text message. If you have received this newsletter  

by post, please email us with your contact details or call the study helpline. 

QIMR is a world leading translational research institute. Our 
research focuses on cancer, infectious diseases, mental health 
and a range of complex diseases. Working in close collaboration 
with clinicians and other research institutes, our aim is to improve 
health by developing new diagnostics, better treatments and 
prevention strategies. For more information about QIMR, visit 
www.qimr.edu.au 

Follow-up 
 

We are continuing to contact a group of QSkin Participants 
who did not provide their date of birth on their study consent 
form (last page of survey booklet), either by email, mail or 
phone.  Many of you have responded already—Thank you!  

New QSkin scientific papers  
 

Morze CJ, Olsen CM, Perry SL, Jackman LM, Raineri BA, O’Brien SM, Cicero RA, Whiteman DC 
for the QSkin Study. A baseline survey instrument to capture self-reported melanoma risk factors 
in a large prospective cohort study of Australian men and women demonstrated good test-retest 
reproducibility. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology. (Accepted 27/06/2012)   
 
Olsen CM, Green, AC. More evidence of harms of sunbed use, particularly for young people. BMJ 
2012;345:e6101.   
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